
MONTEREY COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Meeting:  May 13, 2009 Time: 9:00 AM Agenda Item No.: 3 
Project Description:  Adopt a Resolution to report to the Board of Supervisors that the 
abandonment of the public right-of-way for Railroad Avenue (as described in Exhibit C & D of 
the legal description in Attachment 2) is consistent with the North Monterey County Area Plan, 
a part of the Monterey County General Plan. 
Project Location:  Railroad Avenue, between 
Waters Lane and Allison Street, Pajaro, North 
County 

APN: County Right of Way 
 

Planning File Number: PD090397 Owner: Monterey County 
Agent: Department of Public Works 

Planning Area:  North County Area Plan Flagged and staked:  No 
Zoning Designation:   “F/40” (Farmlands 40 acres per unit)  
CEQA Action:  Categorically Exempt per Section 15305, and exempt under 15061 (b) (3). 
Department:  RMA – Department of Public Works 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission adopt a resolution (Attachment 1) to report to 
the Board of Supervisors that the abandonment of the retired public right-of-way for Railroad 
Avenue (as described in Exhibit C & D of the legal description Attachment 2) is consistent with 
the North Monterey County Area Plan, a part of the Monterey County General Plan, subject to 
reservation of easements for existing utilities. 
 
PROJECT OVERVIEW:   
The portions of road to be abandoned were previously used as the County road right-of-way.  
Subsequently the County reconfigured the road to eliminate the sharp angle of the original right-
of-way by the creation of an elongated S-curve.  The proposal that will be presented to the Board 
of Supervisors is to abandon that portion of the right-of-way identified in the legal description 
(Attachment 2) to the Pajaro Sunny Mesa Water District for incorporating it into the adjacent 
parcel 117-263-002-000 currently under their ownership. 
 
The County has considered the Sectional District Maps and each designated zoning to determine 
if the lands within the County right-of-way to be abandoned would remain consistent with the 
designated uses for the respective zonings.  The subject property as described in Exhibit C and D 
of the legal description of Attachment 2 is compatible with the current uses maintained on the 
contiguous property owned by the Pajaro Sunny Mesa Water District. It is also determined that 
the property located in Attachment 3 upon incorporation with the current permitted land uses 
maintained by the Water District will not conflict with Monterey County General Plan Land Use 
Designation or the North County Area Plan. 
 
The Department of Public Works has reviewed this abandonment and determined that it is 
categorically exempt under CEQA Guidelines (15305 – minor alterations in land use limitations; 
and 15061 (b) (3)).  Upon abandonment of the above portions of Railroad Avenue, the 
Department will prepare and file the appropriate Notice of Exemption with the County Clerk. 
 
OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT: 
The proposed abandonment was reviewed by AT&T, Pacific Gas & Electric Company, the 
Monterey County Assessor’s Office, Planning and Building Inspection Department, Parks 
Department, Sheriff, Office of Emergency Services, Environmental Health and the Water 
Resources Agency.  No alternative recommendation or opposition to the abandonment has been 
received.  



 
 
__________________________ 
Chad Alinio, Civil Engineer 
(831) 755-4937, aliniocs@co.monterey.ca.us 
April 22, 2009 
 
 

cc: Front Counter Copy; Planning Commission Members (10); County Counsel;  Public 
Works Department; Parks Department; Environmental Health Division; Water 
Resources Agency; Redevelopment Agency; Pajaro/Sunny Mesa Community Services 
District; Carol Allen; File PD090397. 

 
Attachments: Attachment 1         Planning Commission Resolution  
                        Attachment 2         Location Map/Legal Descriptions 
 Attachment 3         Vicinity Map 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ATTACHMENT 1 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
COUNTY OF MONTEREY, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
RESOLUTION NO. _______ 
FINDINGS AND DECISION 

 
In the matter of the application of the Railroad Avenue abandonment: 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the County of Monterey has been asked to 
consider whether the abandonment of portions of the Railroad Avenue right-of-way is consistent 
with the North Monterey County Area Plan, a part of the Monterey County General Plan, subject 
to reservation of easements for existing utilities; 
 

WHEREAS, a goal of the Monterey County General Plan is to promote a safe, effective, 
and economical transportation system that will service the existing and future land uses of the 
County (Goal 37);  

 
WHEREAS, the North Monterey County Area Plan includes policies that address the use 

of roads within the community (39.2.7 (NC)), and provide for measures to prevent unsafe 
disruptions to traffic flows (39.4.4 (NC)); 
 

WHEREAS, portions of Railroad Avenue were relocated and realigned to provide a safer, 
more effective road alignment; 
 

WHEREAS, said unimproved portions of public right-of-way on Railroad Avenue are not 
required for future street and highway purposes; 
 

WHEREAS, this abandonment is categorically exempt under CEQA Guidelines 15305 - 
minor alterations in land use limitations; and exempt under 15061 (b) (3). 
 

DECISION 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the County of 
Monterey reports to the Board of Supervisors that the proposed abandonment as described in 
attached Exhibit B, is exempt under CEQA, and is consistent with the North Monterey County 
Area Plan, a part of the Monterey County General Plan. 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 13th day of May 2009, by the following vote, to-wit: 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 

___________________________________________ 
SECRETARY OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

 



ATTACHMENT 2 
LOCATION MAP/LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 



ATTACHMENT 3 
VICINITY MAP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


