
MONTEREY COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

MEETING:  June 27, 2012 – 11:00 a.m. AGENDA NO: 6  
SUBJECT:  Hold a Workshop to consider a draft ordinance amending Chapter 15.08 (Water Well 
Ordinance, applicable in both inland and coastal areas of the County) of the Monterey County Code. 
This ordinance establishes regulations relating to wells in fractured rock, implements 2010 General 
Plan policy relating to wells in the inland area, and updates requirements based on current 
information and technology and changes in State law. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
Hold a Workshop to consider a draft ordinance amending Chapter 15.08 (Water Well Ordinance, 
applicable in both inland and coastal areas of the County) of the Monterey County Code. This ordinance 
establishes regulations relating to wells in fractured rock, implements 2010 General Plan policy relating 
to wells in the inland area, and updates requirements based on current information and technology and 
changes in State law. 
 
SUMMARY: 
The revisions to Monterey County Code 15.08 (Water Wells) are necessary to implement the policies of 
Monterey County General Plan 2010; address conditions within the unincorporated urbanized service 
area of the California American Water Company – Monterey District Main System that led to the 
adoption of Interim Urgency Ordinance No. 5160 on May 25, 2010 and was extended twice by 
Ordinance Nos. 5163 and 5176 and expired on May 25, 2012; and necessary updates. 
 

DISCUSSION: 
Monterey County Code Chapter 15.08 regulates the construction, destruction, repair, and abandonment 
of wells in Monterey County. 
 
General Plan 
The General Plan has policies that require the development of regulations for wells specific to these 
policies. The specific policies are PS-2.4 – construction of wells in consolidated materials; PS-2.5 – 
water quality testing for new individual domestic wells; PS-3.3 – criteria for evaluation and approval of 
adequacy for all new domestic wells; PS-3.4 – assessment of impacts to adjacent wells and in-stream 
flows of new high capacity wells; PS-3.5 – prohibition of any new wells in known areas of salt water 
intrusion with certain exceptions. 
 
Interim Urgency Ordinance No. 5160 and its extensions 
On February 23, 2010, the Board of Supervisors directed staff to bring forth an interim ordinance for 
consideration to limit the issuance of permits to construct water wells on small lots within the 
unincorporated urbanized service area of the California American Water Company – Monterey District 
Main System.  The Board adopted Interim Urgency Ordinance No. 5160 on May 25, 2010, that 
temporarily prohibits the acceptance, processing, and issuance of water well permits on parcels less than 
2.5 acres, with limited exemptions, that are underlain by fractured rock in a defined Study Area in order 
to protect the public health, safety, and welfare.  Interim Urgency Ordinance No. 5160 was extended 
twice by Ordinance Nos. 5160 and 5176 and expired on May 25, 2012. 
 




