MONTEREY COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

Meeting: February 11, 2015 | Agenda Item No.: 3

Project Description: CONTINUED FROM JANUARY 28, 2015. Consider recommendation to
the Board of Supervisors to amend the Monterey County Code to: add Chapter 16.64 — Inland
Water and Energy Efficient Landscape and Chapter 16.63 — Coastal Water and Energy Efficient
Landscape; and adopt a resolution approving the Monterey County Landscape Manual —
Standards, Guidelines and Specified Performance Requirements for Landscape Water Use and
Irrigation.

Project Location: N/A | APN: N/A
Planning File Number: REF110056 Owner: N/A
Planning Area: N/A Flagged and staked: N/A

Zoning Designation: N/A

CEQA Action: Exempt per Section 15307 and 15308 of the CEQA Guidelines

Department: RMA - Planning

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends the Planm'ng Commission adopt a resolution to:
1) Find the project is categorically exempt from the provision of CEQA pursuant to Sections
15307 and 15308 of the CEQA Guidelines;
2) Recommend the Board of Supervisors amend the Monterey County Code to:
a. Add Chapter 16.64 — Inland Water and Energy Efficient Landscape;
b. Add Chapter 16.63 — Coastal Water and Energy Efficient Landscape; and
3) Recommend the Board of Supervisors adopt a resolution approving the Monterey County
Landscape Manual — Standards, Guidelines and Specified Performance Requirements for
Landscape Water Use and Irrigation.

PROJECT OVERVIEW: ,

In order to promote water conservation and prevent water waste, the State of California passed
Assembly Bill 1881 — Water Conservation in Landscaping Act (AB 1881), with the basic premise
that “landscape design, installation, maintenance, and management can and should be water
efficient.” As a result of AB 1881, an updated State Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance
(State Model Ordinance) was developed. In addition, AB 1881 requires local agencies to
conserve water through landscaping by either adopting the State Model Ordinance, or a local
landscape ordinance that is at least as effective in water conservation.

Consistent with the requirements of AB 1881, RMA-Planning staff initiated drafting a local
landscape ordinance that meets the unique needs of the County and includes the minimum
requirements of the law. In addition to addressing water conservation, measures typically applied
to landscape projects (i.e. native drought tolerant planting, the prohibition of planting invasive
vegetation and fire-wise landscape designs) have been incorporated within the regulations. These
regulations also address polices of the 2010 Monterey County General Plan (see Exhibit A for
further discussion on the inland ordinance). An accompanying landscape manual was developed
to provide a document explaining the complex and technical landscape regulations in greater
detail.

Once the initial draft of the ordinance and manual were complete, two Planning Commission
workshops were held; allowing a discussion on AB 1881, compliance options for the County and
concepts of the proposed ordinance and landscape manual. The Planning Commission directed


















































































































































































































































































































































































